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"The Bolton Bullfrog”. The Funniest man in Folk!

From starting in folk clubs, and then writing &
performing at the Octagon theatre in Bolton,
Bernardds career has al wa
and acting. From TV programmes and films

such as Coronation Street, Emmerdale,

Phoenix Nights, Dinner Ladlies, Brassed Off,

My Son , The Fanat&Aan Coog
Bennett films, to the many radio plays and
programmes heds present e(
there has throughout been a steady stream
of LPs and CDs - fifteen to date.
Thereds a recent book (2Q08) of daftjfone
verse poems The Longs & The Shorts Of It Page 5

to complement the first book  Shorts For All
Occasions, released in 2006. Clarion Singers -

He loves the varied nature of it all, such as Page 8
one week reading a series of very silly
customs on the Mark & Lard show on BBC
Radio One, then being a prisoner ina TV
advgr t f o.r Wal | 63_ Sausagd gbysbaelcnagnpmbj Mgser ed
on TV in Harbour Lights and later going to Page 11

Norway for a commercial.

ned singing

Me and my whistles -
Page 4

Singing tips -

Page 10

Competition -
Page 12



The Tamworth Folk and Rambling Club meets at Bolehall Manor Club in a
comfortable room with a separate bar area. There is a large car park.

It meets every Friday evening for a fairly prompt start at 8.30pm with an
informal sing -around format on most of these evenings. Any visiting
performers are welcomed. Special guest evenings are held about four times a
year as well as occasional feature nights, as advertised on the web site.

The club is closed throughout the month of August and re  -opens on the first
Friday in September.
www.tamworthfolkclub.co.uk/
http://www.bolehallmanorclub.co.uk/

Tamworth Folk and Rambling Club Folk Moot

Celebrate 30 years of the Club! The Folk Moot will be at the
end of July, before the August break.

Friday 29th July - The John Richards Band plus support.
Saturday 30th July  during the day - various activities such as
dancing, workshops, bluegrass, poetry, sing -arounds, beer drink-
ing!, etc.

Singaround/sessions in upstairs bar.
Sunday 31st July - Tamworth Heritage Walk 9.45 for 10.00am
start.
Tickets: £6 per day or £10 for the
weekend (Under 16years - free)
01827 873343
bolehallfolk@aol.com

Tents and caravans welcome
but must be pre -booked.

Saturday evening -Barry Hunt and Kelly?d

b
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ME AND MY WHISTLES Malcolm Robinson

Malcolm with Mitres Well

L& - A

It all started in 1986 when my late wife, Anne, and | first started
going to the Gamecock Folk Club (the predecessor to TF&RC).

After a couple of years | cou
longer and made aguitar my0i rt hday request
in my teens but essentially started from scratch (and remained the
way), joining in by following the chord sequences of the Old
Castlers.

By the early 90s my life had changed dramatically and | found
myself spending up to a hundred nights a year in hotels. And no, i
wasnodt because | was kicked o
make any sort of grade on an instrument | needed to practise and
carrying a guitar away with me was not an option. While at
Sidmouth Folk Festival | picked up a whistle and sudden

inspiration grabbed me; fi | ca
So, practising in hotel rooms
didnét take |l ong, however, fo

walls, ceiling and floor of my billets were not in the same time
signature as the music! My practising sessions, therefore, became
restricted to my short periods at home and as far away from the
family and neighbours as our sedétached Des Res allowed.
Anyway, my first public appearances soon followed when three
novice musicians (Ray Clare, Graham Hewitt and yours truly)
joined forces to form the gratefully lamenfERAGOPANThose

of you who werendédt involved w
know what you missed; those who were do! Like all supergroups
the split inevitably came and | found myself pursuing a solo
career. But not for long. By
Steves to add a bit of melody
The | argest audience | 6ve eve
at the closing of a conference | was attending at Cambridge
University in 1993. | d6ve al wa
everybody walked out afterwards. The smallest audience was mo
recently when a mangy old teoat came creeping round from
behind the dustbins at the
before a gig. | learned one of my tunes from him. Guess which.
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Over the years | 6ve gathered a collection of whi
deserves, but one needs to look impressive if nothing else. The smallest one,
in the key of F, | bought in Holland. | needed an instrument and after much
scouting found what was probably the only remaining example in the east of
the country. The shop wanted 15 euros for it, which probably explains its
long shelf life, but after my careful explanation in broken English that |

could buy it at home for half the price | knocked them down to seven. The

guy nearly snapped my hand off and m sure he

got rid of thato as | left. |l 6ve o pl ayed it
finger slimming classes before future use. My largest is a low D model,

whi ch | can barely stretch my fing to play,
of ten. But youodbve all heard it.

I f youbve seen me rubbing my whist , or sitti
thighs, please don6t assume that i some sort
part, well certainly not always. | actually

condensation when played. There are few things worse than a cold whistle
dripping water as you play, especially for the front row.

Twenty years on from buying my fir
good by now. If only hotel rooms had thicker walls ...

whistl e yo

HISTORY OF THE TIN, OR PENNY, WHISTLE
The whistle in its modern form stems from a wider family of fipple flute$ that
have been seen in many forms and cultures throughout the world. Theloldes
example known dates back to 81,000BC. The modern version appeared in
the 1840s, made by Suffolk farm labourer Robert Clarke who relocated to
Manchester and founded The Clarke Tin Whistle Company which is still
active today. There are now numerous manufacturers around the worlgl
making whistles costing from a few pounds to hundreds of pounds. | hppe to
make a collection soon, at the club, to upgrade mine to the latter.

Keep up to date!
Tamworth Folk Ramblings is now on the
Tamworth Folk and Rambling Club web
site thanks to Pete Backen.
www.tamworthfolkclub.co.uk
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Folk Club Guest Night March 2011

Mick Ryan & Paul Downes

The folk club has a policy of having guest nights several times
throughout the year and this one will stand out in the audiences
mind for a long time.

As | arrived Stephen Edkins was setting up the PA system and the
support in the name of Nigel Bullock was putting it through its
paces. It sounded good to me until | found out that he was not
plugged in at the time, why you may say am | writing this review
with such a hearing imperfection, pardon.

The audience started to arrive and by 8.30 we had a good
compliment of about 50, with some visitors from Scragg End Folk
and a couple who | think were fans of our guests, at least they
appeared to be staying at the same guest house afterwards.

At these concerts there is always a support act and tonight would
be no different, but our master of ceremonies was also to perform
an opener.

In fact masters of ceremony, plural, as Mitres Well in the form of
Stephen Edkins, Steve Swoffer and Malcolm Robinson played and
sang to get the evening off to a great start.
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Nigel Bullock took to the stage (Paul Mills take note) and after
plugging his guitar in, you see | noticed, started his performance
with a song that, he explained, sits well in his mind. Nigel performs
all his repertoire with his usual consummate skill. He gave us great
melodies, and his usual dexterity on guitar was received well with all
the audience.

Stephen, on his own now, introduced the main guests who were Mick

Ryan and Paul Downs. Just a bit of history.

Mick is well known on the folk scene, having written both comic and

serious material, as we were to enjoy |l ater, a
Toll puddl e Mané, O0A Days Workd6é, o0The Voyageod a
Navvy s Wifeo.

His voice has been described as definitely the most underrated

singer in the country by O0OFol k Rootsdé6 and | <ca
tonightdés performance.

Paul has been introduced as one of the greatest acoustic guitarists
in the world but he still produces a sensitive but fun approach to

his performance. His rich musical background working with Phil
Beer, The Arizona Smoke Review, Pete Seeger shows through and
since the age of 12 his best friend has been Steve Knightley, must
| say more.

Mick and Paul played and sang their own penned compositions, and
with Mickds rich voice and Paul dés dazzling arr
the audience.

Half way break for the raffle came all too soon, but as time was
short, Stephen got us all back to our seats as Mitres Well started
the second half with an Irish theme, well its very close to St
Patrickds Day.

Tamworth Folk and Rambling Club 6 ’%



Nigel Bullock gave us some sensitive renditions in his second
set, and | must say his voice came over with such clarity, thanks
to the sound mans precision control of the PA - thank you
Stephen.

Mick and Paul commenced their second half with some poignant
songs, one written after Mickos
mind well after it ended. But straight away the banter between

the two lifted your spirits and | could tell that they not only

liked the intimate venue but they played and sang because they
enjoyed themselves as well as us.

The night ended on the stroke of midnight after a couple of
encores, with the audience happy but reluctant to go.

RDC 2011

Walking Sayings collected by Ray Clare:

1.

You pick 'em up, O Lord, I'll put 'em down. - Author
Unknown, "Prayer of the Tired Walker"
We live in a fast -paced society. Walking slows us down.

- Robert Sweetgall

The best remedy for a short temper is a long walk. -
Jacqueline Schiff

Walking isn't alost art - one must, by some means, get
to the garage. - Evan Esar

People say that losing weight is no walk in the park.
When | hear that | think, yeah, that's the problem. -
Chris Adams
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Birmingham Clarion Singers

Rob Harper tells Tamworth Folk
Ramblings a /ittle about the
Birmingham Clarion Singers:

Colin Bradsworth, a Birmingham GP, returned home from
Spain, where he had served as a field surgeon with the

Il nternational Brigade, det er mi
choir. He had seen that the songs sung during that
struggle were a powerful tool in uniting and inspiring those
engaged in it. He recruited a small group of interested

friends and Clarion met for its first rehearsal in January

1940 .

Over the seven decades of our history several well  -known
musicians have performed as Clarion members including lan
and Lorna Campbell, Dave Swarbrick and Luke Kelly. We are
very proud that the great singer, actor and Human Rights
campaigner Paul Robeson sang with us several times and
was our president during his lifetime.

Old Contemptibles B
The very first meeting of the Clarion ' -
Singers took place upstairs at this public
house in 1940.

50
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Our recent repertoire has included peace songs and

satirical parodies using material from Phil Ochs, Peggy

Seeger, Woody Guthrie and some contemporary

songwriters . Last month we were invited by friends in

Liverpool to sing at a folk club as part of a fund  -raising

evening to provide a scholarship for
Association Summer School.

We are happy to accept requests to sing at events and
are always delighted to welcome new members.

www.birminghamclarionsingers.org

Paul Robeson - the famous singer who was
President of Birmingham Clarion Singers.

Lorna and lan Campbell  of the lan
Campbell Folk Group sang with the choir.

Dave Swarbrick who also sang with
Clarion.
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Beth Jones gives some tips
on Singing Performance:

One of the most valuable tools when practising a song for
performance, is preparation. Make sure that you prepare each
piece in the following way to make sure you maximise the time
you spend rehearsing.

e Read the lyrics as you would a poem, ascertain and mark on
your music/words where appropriate breathing moments  are
(whether they are do -able or not is another lesson!). Make
sure you try and breath where the lyrics lead you so you
don't alter the meaning of a sentence (and therefore the

song) by breathing in the wrong place.

Scan the music (or hum the t
note down any areas of particular difficulty (maybe pitch or
rhythm). Make sure to allow time to  practice these parts

u

separately wuntil you are c¢comf

rush through or ignore the parts that seem harder, break
them down and find out WHY they're hard, and think about
what techniques you could use to overcome them (tips to
come!)

Spend time learning the words. As soon as you can put down
your music or lyrics, the better your singing will be.

Next time | will touch on some more practical things
about how to achieve a better sound.
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Boy s 0 -QanBday 5th October until Sunday 9th 2011
at Smithy's Bunkhouse, just outside Abergavenny at Pantygelli.

Pantygelli translates into English as "the hollow of the grove" and
the hamlet is set amongst some of the most beautiful scenery in
Monmouthshire with its contrasting combinations of mountains and
rural pastures.

http://www.smithysbunkhouse.co.uk/item/Smithy_s_Bunkhouse.html
http://www.thecrownatpantygelli.com/index.phtml

Dave Teague, who organizes the Camps, said
this venue and, as always, it's first come first served. Places have
been reserved for those who have already confirmed. So, if you are
one of those who haven't, then you should |

As usual, full payment is required with your booking. If you have

paid and suffer an unexpected problem and cannot attend, your
money will be refunded.
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Solve a mystery and win a bottle of wine:

Identify the four people in this photograph and give the
names to Bob Blake.

The Bluegrass/Oldtime session, run by Dave Teague, is
going from strength to strength!

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month at Bolehall Manor
Club, 8pm for a 8.30 start.
Beginners are particularly welcome!
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Some ol d Boys?®d
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